92         MINORITIES   IN   THE   ARAB   WORLD

Kerbela, Samarra and Kadhimain. Two-thirds of the Jews
inhabit Baghdad, the others living mainly in Mosul and Basra.
The Mandaeans dwell on the banks of rivers in Southern Iraq.

Written Guarantees

In 1932 the Council of the League of Nations gave its approval
to the termination of the Mandatory regime and decided to
admit Iraq to membership of the League on condition that the
Iraqi Government gave formal guarantees for, among other
things, the effective protection of minorities, containing the same
general provisions as the minority-treaties accepted by several
European States and any special provisions which the Council
might think necessary.

In accordance with this decision the Iraqi Government issued
a declaration, Chapter I of which safeguarded the rights of
indigenous minorities. They were guaranteed full protection
of life and liberty; the free exercise of any creed, religion or
belief; equality before the law and of civil and political rights;
freedom in the use of any language; the right to maintain their
own institutions and educational establishments and to have
questions of personal status settled in accordance with their
customs and usages; full protection for the religious establish-
ments of religious minorities and the right to administer their
own endowments; and an adequate share for minorities in
public funds for educational, religious and charitable purposes.
These stipulations were recognized as fundamental laws of Iraq
and were declared to constitute obligations of international con*
cern and to be placed under the guarantee of the League of
Nations.

Even before the issue of this declaration, the Iraqi Constitution,
promulgated in 1925, had given similar full guarantees. Article
6 declares the absolute equality of all Iraqis before the law.
Article 13 states that Islam is the official religion of the State, but
guarantees complete freedom of conscience and worship in
conformity with accepted customs, in so far as forms of worship
do not conflict with, the maintenance of order or public morality.
Article 16 gives communities the right of establishing and main-
taining schools for the Instruction of their members in their own
languages; Article 17, however, states that Arabic is the official
language except as may be prescribed by a special law. Article

18 provides that govo^saeitt appointments shall be made without